
A BRIEF HISTORY OF THE “ANCIENTS”

 The Honorable ArtiJlery Company was incorporated in 
London, England in 1537. It is the third oldest chartered military 
organization in the world. Kings of England were included 
among its members from the time of its organization.
	 As	the	first	colonists	settled	in	the	Massachusetts	Bay	
Colony, each group of settlers brought with them one or more 
professional soldiers to train them in their own defense and to 
command	their	militia.	Many	of	these	men	were	members	of	the	
Honorable	Artillery	Company	of	London.	The	officers	and	other	
gentlemen saw the need for a similar military organization in 
the New World in order to establish uniformity of military drill 
and tactics in the new colony. These prominent men applied for 
a Charter for that purpose in l637 ... one hundred years after 
the founding of the Honorable Artillery Company of London. 
The	Charter	was	finally	granted		in	1638.	Thus,	the	Ancient	and	
Honorable	Artillery	Company	of		Massachusetts	became	the	
oldest chartered military organization in the New World.
 The position of the members of the Company in the social, 
civil and military life of the Colony indicates the respect which 
people entertained for the Company as well as the ability and 
prominence of its members.
	 They	were	first	in	organizing	churches	and	supporting	them.	
They were prominent in framing and in administering the laws 
of the Colony ... and later, in all of New England. They were 
foremost in the introduction of manufacturing and the extension 
of	trade	in	New	England	and	later	expanded	their	influence	to	
all of North America. They were the chief military minds of the 
Colony	and	among	the	first	in	its	defense.	Many	of	them	were	
public benefactors, contributing of their considerable wealth to 
education. religion and charity.
	 The	members	of	the	Company	trod	every	battlefield	of	New	
England; they fought for freedom on foreign soil; they judged 
the courts; they pleaded at the bar; they instituted town 
governments; they were active in settling the towns of the 
frontier; they were among the founders of our great academic 
institutions. They became the progenitors of our substantial and 
dominant families of colonial descent.

ELIGIBILITY

	 Membership	is	by	invitation,	with	endorsement	of	two	
members in good standing to whom the applicant is personally 
known. The woman applicant must be eighteen years or older 
and prove lineal descent from a member of the Ancient and 
Honorable Artillery Company (1637-1774), or from a member 
of	the	General	Court	of	Massachusetts	Bay	(1638)	comprising	
the Governor, the Governor’s Council and Deputies to the 
General Court, or from a member of the clergy who preached 
an Annual Election Sermon. The complete list can be seen on 
our Website: www.wdahac.org
 We welcome eligible women to join our Society; however, 
they must be approved by vote of a Court of Assistants (chapter) 
before given an Application. The Society has a notable roster 
of members. ln 1951, Queen Elizabeth n became an honorary 
member of the National Society, Women Descendants of the 
Ancient and Honorable Artillery Company, shortly before her 
accession to the throne.

OBJECTS OF THE SOCIETY
 
 1.  The objects of this society shall be to aid in perpetuating  
	 and	honoring	the	memory	of	the	members	oftbe	Military		
	 Company	of	Massachusetts,	afterwards	known	as	the		
 Ancient	and	Honorable	Artillery	Company	of	Massachusetts,  
 who fought for the protection of the American Colonies and  
 who aided in establishing their independence.
 2.  To commemorate the organization of the Company in  
	 1637,	the	granting	to	them	of	the	Charter	on	17	March		
	 1638	and	their	first	meeting	under	the	Charter	on	the	first		
	 Monday	in	June	1638.
 3.  To incite a higher patriotism, a purer citizenship, an  
 unswerving loyalty to our country, to support and defend  
 the Constitution of the United States of America, and to  
 foster a close fraternity among its members.
 4.  Its purpose shall be education; to aid in the study of  
 historical, genealogical and biographical research.



 The State societies are known as Courts of Assistants. The 
National meeting is the annual Rendezvous held during the month 
of April in Washington, D.C. Some of the Society Projects are: 
ROTC Scholarships, Architectural Preservation Scholarships, 
Hillside School for Boys, Crossnore School for underprivileged 
children and Service to Veterans.
 A list of qualifying ancestors from whom descent gives 
eligibility to the society, will be found in one of our fine pub-
lications, Genealogical Data of the Ancient and Honorable Artillery 
Company, 1638-1774 by Maude Roberts Cowan, 1858; Revised 1993.
 Some qualifying ancestors are Founders: Robert Keayne, Robert 
Sedgwick, Joseph Weld, Thomas Savage, Daniel Howe, Thomas 
Hawkins, John Oliver,  Joshua Hughes, Samuel Cole, Israel Stoughton, 
John Underhill, Nathaniel Turner, William Jennison, Richard 
Morris, Edward Gibbons, William Spencer, Robert  Harding, 
Thomas Cakebread, John Holman, Richard Collicott, Joseph 
Pendleton, Edivard Tomlin, Nicholas Upshall, Edward 
Johnson.  Governor’s Council: John Winthrop, Thomas Dudley, 
Simon Bradstreet, John Endicott, Increase Nowell, Ricard   
Saltonstall, John Winthrop, Jr.  Deputies: Joseph Hull, Anthony 
Eames, John   Upham, Stephen French, John Glover, Thomas 
Jones, John Pierce, William Heathe, Edward Porter, Griffin Crofte, 
Atherton Haugh, Ralph Sprague, Thomas Lynde, Joseph Cook, 
Samuel Shepard, Richard Jackson, Richard Browne, William 
Jennison, Thomas Mayhewe, Thomas Flint, Edward Rawson, 
Edward    Woodman, Richard Lumpkin, William Bartholomew, 
William Hawthorne, John Woodberry, Jeffrey Massey, Edward 
Howe,  Timothy Tomlin, Edward Allen.
 In addition to the above are over a hundred Clergy, who 
preached the Annual Election Sermons and the Members of the 
“Ancient & Honorable Artillery Company” during the years 1638-
1774. For more information on our Society and a complete list of 
qualifying ancestors visit our web site at www.wdahac.org
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